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Gov. Inslee calls PCSC a “dream come true”

4 0 +  s e n i o r s  h e a d i n g  t o  U W  Ta c o m a

Governor Jay Inslee visited the 
Pierce County Skills Center in 
February to talk with students 
about their experiences there, and 
to tour a handful of classrooms.

Gov. Inslee began his visit by 
sitting down with a panel of 
student representatives from 
all of the classes offered at the 
PCSC. The group discussed their 
experiences at the Skills Center, 
as well as ideas they had for better 
promoting the PCSC to schools 

and districts that were under-
represented on campus. Gov. 
Inslee also talked about the future 
of the automotive industry with 
a student from the automotive 
class, specifically focusing on the 
rise of electric cars in America. As 
the panel wrapped up, Gov. Inlsee 
encouraged the students, calling 
them, “the smartest generation 
Washington has ever had.”

Gov. Inslee then toured some of 
the aerospace classrooms, where 

he talked with students about 
their work. There, he met a former 
PCSC student who now works for 
Boeing, as well as representatives 
from some of the Skills Center’s 
corporate partners, including 
Toray Composites America and 
AIM Aerospace.

“It certainly was an honor to 
have the Governor on campus,” 
said PCSC director Michelle 
Ledbetter. “It’s important for 
communities and elected officials 

During a recent visit to the Pierce County Skills Center, the governor spent time in the classroom with students in PCSCs aerospace program.  

to see the impact that skills centers 
and quality CTE programs have, 
because these are life-changing 
opportunities for students.” 

As his time at the Skills Center 
came to an end, Gov. Inlsee posed 
for photos with students and staff, 
and enjoyed appetizers made 
by the Skills Center’s culinary 
students. He called the PCSC, 
“a dream come true,” for the 
community.

More than 40 seniors from 
Bethel, Graham-Kapowsin and 
Spanaway Lake high schools 
celebrated recently as they were 
accepted to the University of 
Washington Tacoma.

Through the Pathways to Prom-
ise program, seniors in the Bethel 
School District are assured admis-
sions to UWT if they meet certain 
requirements. To gain admittance, 
they must have a 2.75 or higher 
cumulative grade point aver-
age, score 480 or higher on each 
section of the SAT, and submit a 
complete application – including 
a well-written personal statement.

Working with high schools, 
UWT staff offer seniors guidance 
through the application process, 
including campus visits, college-
planning tools and admissions 
workshops. “We are creating a 
stronger college-going culture 
in the South Sound,” said Megan 
Beresford, UWT’s associate direc-
tor of admissions. “We support 
each building depending on what 
they need. One size doesn’t fit all.”

Along with the individual atten-

tion, each building also got their 
own celebration, where seniors 
who made the grade were cheered 
and welcomed by UWT staff. Each 
school also had a guest speaker 
– a graduate of their high school 
and UWT alum who spoke to the 
seniors about life at the univer-
sity level. At Bethel High School 
that speaker was Patrick Kelly, a 
2007 BHS grad who also attended 
Bethel Middle School and Shining 

Mountain Elementary. “I was re-
ally involved in high school. I was 
ASB president, played football, 
all that,” Kelly said. He applied to 
schools both in and out of state, 
but having a college experience 
available in his own backyard was 
key for him. “I went to the campus, 
and how it’s integrated into down-
town is really awesome,” he said. 
“UW Tacoma is a university where 
you’re able to make a difference. 

I’m still close with my friends that 
I went to UWT with; seeing our 
careers develop and blossom and 
really supporting each other.”

“The University of Washington 
Tacoma has been great for the 
graduates of Bethel,” said BHS 
principal Cliff Anderson. He said 
he hopes the district’s Pathways 
to Promise relationship with UWT 
will continue to grow.

BOND ELECTION
The community is getting 

one more chance to vote on a 
Bond to Improve Safety, Ren-
ovate and Construct Schools. 
Election Day is April 26.

A recent demographic 
study found enrollment will 
increase by at least 3,000 
students in ten years and as 
many as 6,000 homes will be 
built in Bethel during that 
time. All high schools and at 
least half of the elementary 
schools are already over ca-
pacity. So, the board is seek-
ing a bond to help support 
student growth, maintain safe 
and equitable schools and 
finance building repairs.  

Projects include replace-
ments, renovations and/or 
expansions at Bethel, Chal-
lenger and Graham-Kapow-
sin High Schools, Cedarcrest 
Middle School, and Evergreen 
and Naches Trail Elementary 
Schools. A new elementary 
school, swimming pool, field 
improvements and land for 
a future school site are in-
cluded the package. 

More importantly, there is 
funding for critical building 
repairs districtwide, like the 
replacement of failing roofs 
and portable classrooms, 
installation of new plumbing, 
HVAC, electrical and security 
systems.  That way, class sizes 
remain low and all schools 
meet safety, health and edu-
cational standards.

More information about 
the bond is available on 
pages 3-7.

Spanaway Lake High School

Graham-Kapowsin High SchoolBethel High School
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Bethel Pride is produced by the 
Bethel School District. 

Krista Carlson:
Communications Director,  
Bethel Pride Editor; 253.683.6051; 
kcarlson@bethelsd.org

Bethel Pride Contributors:
Doug Boyles and Timra Knox

Bethel School District is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and complies with all federal rules and 
regulations, including Title IX, RCW 28A.640, RCW 
28A.642 and Section 504. Bethel does not discriminate 
on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation including gender expression 
or identity, the presence of any disability, or use of a 
trained service animal by a person with a disability in 
its programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 
Please contact Title IX officer Bryan Streleski, Director 
of Athletics and Security at 253.683.6055, Section 
504 coordinators Lori Haugen (students), Executive 
Director of Special Education at 253.683.6920 or 
Todd Mitchell (staff ), Executive Director of Human 
Resources at 253.683.6020 or Civil Rights coordinator 
Debbie Carlman, Director of Equity and Achievement 
at 253.683.6035 with any questions or complaints.

I N  B R I E F

Nurses Corner:  When to 
keep a sick child home

Fun in the Sun
Princesses, school bands and 

the Bethel community float are 
hoping to have some ‘Fun in the 
Sun’ at this year’s Grand Floral 
Parade. The event is an annual 
celebration of the community, 
history, traditions, and the growth 
of Pierce County.

The parade starts in down-
town Tacoma, then winds its way 
through the communities of Puy-
allup, Sumner and Orting.  More 
than 180 entries from throughout 
the state participate and several 
of the floats are decked out with 
thousands of freshly cut daffodils.  
Start times are as follows: Tacoma 
– 10:15 a.m.; Puyallup – 12:45 p.m.; 
Sumner – 2:30 p.m.; Orting – 5 p.m. 

Representing our schools this 
year are the following princesses: 
Kimberly Agfalvi, Bethel HS; Jay-
cee Jenkins,Graham-Kapowsin 
HS; and Emily Oliver, Spanaway 
Lake HS.

The Bethel Community Float 
has been part of the parade since 
1962. If you would like to donate 
time, talents or money to the 
float, contact the Bethel Com-
munity Daffodil Association, P.O. 
Box 4579, Spanaway, WA 98387 or 
call 253.683.6050. 

Scholarships available
It is the season for students 

interested in pursuing higher edu-
cation, colleges or universities, or  
to begin looking and applying for 
scholarships. A great resource for 
families in our area is the Bethel 
Education Scholarship Team Dol-
lars for Scholars program. Each 
year, BEST allocates thousands of 
dollars to support students seek-
ing college degrees. To learn more 
visit their website, www.best.dol-
larsforscholars.org.

Battle of the Books
Mark your calendars...It’s time 

again for the Elementary Battle 
of the Books. For several months, 
students at the district’s elemen-
tary schools have been reading 
up and getting prepped for the 
chance to take home the coveted 
‘Battle of the Books’ trophy. This 
year’s event is set for May 19 at 7 
p.m. at Cougar Mountain Middle 
School. 

Now Hiring:  Baseball 
Umpires and Field Crews

Bethel Recreation is seeking 
experienced umpires and field 
crews for the upcoming baseball 
season, April to June. Pay is $9.47, 
depending on experience.  Games 
are weeknights after 5 p.m. and 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays.  
Hours and days vary.  To  qualify, 
you must be an adult or high 
school student. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Jolie Moxley, 
the Bethel Recreation Director at 
253.683.5940 or email jmoxley@
bethelrec.org

Five Schools, One District Named STEM Lighthouse Schools

Keeping your student home 
when they are sick is an important 
way to help prevent the spread of 
germs that cause illnesses.

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends that your 
child be kept home if: 

• He/she is not able to take 
part  in normal  school 
activities

• The illness causes an unsafe 
or unhealthy place for others 
at school

• The child requires care 
that cannot be managed at 
school 

You should also keep your child 
home if he/she has: 

• F e v e r :  Te m p e r a t u r e 
over 100.4° F along with 
behavior changes or other 
signs and symptoms of 
illness, such as sore throat, 
rash, vomiting, diarrhea, 
earache, or irritability 

• Vomiting: Two or more 
times within 24 hours 

• Diarrhea: Three or more 
watery stools within 24 
hours 

• An open or oozing sore: 
Un l e s s  i t  i s  p ro p e r l y 
covered with a bandage 
that will not leak wound 
drainage while at school

There are many other infectious 
diseases that require a child to 
remain home from school for 
a period of time such as strep 
throat, pink eye, chickenpox, 
mumps and whooping cough 
(pertussis). Check with the school 
first before your child returns to 
school if he/she has had any of 
these conditions or any other 
less common infectious disease. 
Many diseases are preventable by 
vaccination including influenza 
(flu).

For immunization information, 
contact  the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department at 
253.798.6410.

Bethel SD recognized by Department of Education
B e t h e l  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t 

was recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education for its 
leadership in transitioning to 
the use of high-quality, openly-
licensed educational resources in 
its schools.  Bethel joins leaders 
from an expanding number of 
#GoOpen districts and states in 
setting a vision and creating the 
environment where educators 
and students access the tools, 
content and expertise necessary 
to thrive in a connected world.

“Openly-licensed educational 
resources can increase equity by 
providing all students, regardless 
of zip code, access to high 
quality learning materials that 
have the most up-to-date and 
relevant content,” said acting U.S. 
Education Secretary John King. 

“The leadership, mentorship, and 
collaboration of these #GoOpen 
states and districts are critical, 
not just to grow and sustain this 
movement, but to transform our 
schools.” 

States  and distr icts  were 
recognized at the #GoOpen 
Exchange, a gathering of state and 
district leaders and innovators 
from education technology 
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  n o n p r o f i t 
organizations working together to 
share ideas, expertise, and proven 
strategies to help educators 
transition to using openly-
licensed educational resources. 

“Openly-licensed educational 
re s o u rc e s  h a v e  e n o r m o u s 
potential to transform teaching 
and learning in the United States,” 
said Joseph South, Director of the 

Office of Educational Technology. 
“The work of these #GoOpen 
districts is critical for openly-
licensed educational resources to 
reach their greatest potential to 

transform education.”
The #GoOpen Exchange was 

held on February 26, 2016 at 
Skywalker Ranch at Big Rock in 
California.

A total of five schools and one 
district will serve as Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math mentors to other schools in 
the state.

Known as STEM Lighthouse 
Schools, the six were recently 
awarded $20,000 grants each that 
will promote and develop STEM 
education, including technical 
assistance and advice for other 
elementary, middle, and high 
schools that are creating their own 
STEM environments.

The six schools/districts are:
• Spanaway Middle School 

(Bethel)
• Center for Agriculture, 

Science and Environmental 
Education, CASEE (Battle 
Ground

• Cleveland High School 
(Seattle)

• North Central High School 
Institute of Science and 

Technology (Spokane)
• Sultan High School (Sultan)
• Me d i c a l  L a k e  S c h o o l 

District
“Lighthouse schools represent 

the entire state,” said Randy Dorn, 
state superintendent.  “They are 
located in large and small districts, 
in the east and in the west, and with 
many different demographics.  

K a p o w s i n  H i s t o r y
In 1906, the large two-story 

Kapowsin Grade and High 
School opened. On the hill 
overlooking Lake Kapowsin, it 
served children of mill workers, 
dairy farmers and loggers in the 
thriving town. In 1923, a school 
gym was built that included a 
swimming pool.

And that helps them serve as 
leaders and examples of what can 
happen with STEM education.”

STEM Lighthouse schools 
began in 2010 with the state 
Legislature’s passage of House 
Bill 2621.  The bill directs the 
Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to designate 
lighthouse schools.  The schools, 

S p a n a w a y  M S  w i l l  r e c e i v e  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  m e n t o r  o t h e r  s c h o o l s

Photo circa 1949

according to the bill, will “serve 
as resources and examples of how 
to combine the following best 
practices:

• Small, highly personalized 
learning communities;

• A n  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y 
c u r r i c u l u m  w i t h  a 
strong focus on science, 
technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM), 
d e l i v e r e d  t h r o u g h  a 
project-based instructional 
approach; and

• Active partnerships with 
businesses and the local 
community to connect 
l e a r n i n g  b e y o n d  t h e 
classroom.”

Since 2011, a total of 32 schools 
and 4 districts have been named 
STEM Lighthouse schools.

Get Ready! for Kindergarten with classes in April
Do you live within the Bethel 

School District? Are you the 
parent or guardian of a child 
between the ages of 2 to 5? Are 
you looking for guidance or 
assurance as you prepare your 
child for Kindergarten? If so, then 
please sign up for our READY! for 
Kindergarten program!

What is READY! for Kindergarten? 
READY! for Kindergarten is a 

series of 90-minute interactive 
classes that are designed for 

parents and caregivers of children 
ages 2 through 5. Our teachers will 
share materials and training so 
that learning at home is both fun 
and effective.

When are classes available? 
Classes are typically offered 

several times throughout the year. 
Sessions will be from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. First time attendees should 
arrive 30 minutes early to attend 
a required orientation to meet 
instructors and receive materials. 

Free childcare is provided at 
READY! for Kindergarten events.

Dates and locations for the 
upcoming spring sessions are as 
follows: 

April 19 - Thompson Elementary
April  21 - Nelson Elementary

Why READY! for Kindergarten?
Learning begins at home, and so 

does school readiness. From birth 
to age five, a child learns at a rate 
that is unmatched for the rest of 

In April of 1949, an earth-
quake hit the Kapowsin school 
and damaged the building. The 
following month, Kapowsin 
was brought into the Bethel 
School District and students 
moved from their old school, to 
the new Kapowsin Elementary 
and Bethel High. 

his/her life. Reading, talking and 
playing are essential for healthy 
brain development. Education 
studies confirm that the way 
children spend their time at home 
predicts success in school, not the 
family’s income or background.

To  re g i s t e r,  v i s i t  Re a d y ! 
f o r  K i n d e r g a r t e n  a t  w w w.
readyforkindergarten.org/bethel/
home or call 253.683.6919.
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Bond to Improve Safety, 
Renovate & Construct Schools

Over the past seven years, enrollment in Bethel Schools has increased by over 1,400 students and is expected to grow by more than 3,000 students 
in the next ten years. There are about 200 portable classrooms in use at our schools. Now our school board has a new plan to support students and 
accommodate growth.

 This April, Bethel voters are being asked to approve a $236,700,000 Bond to Improve Safety, Renovate & Construct Schools.  This measure aims 
to relieve overcrowding and allows for the ongoing repair and maintenance of safe, secure and healthy schools, districtwide.  

What is a school bond election?
To raise money for capital projects, including construction, renovation or other improvements, school districts often need to sell bonds.  Before districts can com-
mit to this type of financing, they must first obtain voter permission to take out the loan. Bonds cannot be used for salaries or operating costs such as utilities, 
supplies, building maintenance, fuel or insurance. 

How are schools funded? 
Funding for school districts comes from a variety of sources.  About 70.4% of the district’s day-to-day operating budget comes from the state of Washington. 
Local taxes make up 18.4%, followed by federal monies, 9.3%, and other local services 1.9%.   Districts no longer receive funding from the state lottery system. 

The  School Programs and Operations Levy  covers the day-to-day school operational expenses such as salaries, employee benefits, supplies,  transportation,  
fuel, insurance, maintenance, utilities and student programs that are not covered by the state. The School Technology Levy supports student technology and 
equipment. No money is borrowed to cover these OPERATING FUNDS. 

School Improvement Bonds are considered CAPITAL PROJECT (BOND) FUNDS. Unlike local levies, bonds require the district to borrow money and incur debt. 
Bonds support the district’s long-range plans to upgrade and renovate aging school facilities and address enrollment growth. These funds allow the district to 
build and renovate schools, upgrade facilities, improve fields, and make health code and safety improvements.

By law,  OPERATING FUNDS and CAPITAL PROJECT (BOND) FUNDS must be kept in separate accounts and audited to ensure compliance. 

Why did the board call for a bond election? 
Effectively and efficiently operating a school district requires periodic assessment of building conditions,  academic programs, and the classroom space needed 
to accommodate students. Bethel is the 16th largest and 12th fastest growing district in the state. 
Over 600 new students enrolled this year alone, and a recent demographic study says about 3,000 
more students are projected to enter local schools in the next 10 years.  All high schools and more 
than half of all elementary schools are now over capacity. With more students coming, the board 
opted to put a bond measure before voters to  make improvements to all schools and to ensure all 
students have safe and updated learning environments.  This bond replaces deteriorating portables 
and adds more classroom space to maintain reasonable class sizes.  A new elementary school and 
the purchase of a school site have also been included to help alleviate overcrowding.
 
Why do we need a bond now?
Just like your home, the district must continuously maintain and repair schools to keep them 
safe, healthy and secure for students and staff.  Since the last bond, a decade ago, enrollment has 
steadily increased, and building codes and learning requirements have changed. About half our 
schools have reached a point where they need significant modifications, renovations or complete replacements, and, current recreational space is no longer 
compatible with the needs of our community. School improvements and safety upgrades are critical now. The school board is hopeful that low interest rates, 
combined with a competitive construction market will make this $236.7 million bond more affordable.  Plus, with voter approval, the bond secures over $81 
million in state construction assistance, which stretches our local dollars by an additional 26%.  The cost of repairs and renovations will continue to increase 
over time if not addressed soon. 

What happens if the bond does not pass? 
If the bond does not pass, the district will likely require school reboundary and higher class sizes to accommodate student growth, or a return to year-round 
schools. There will also be a continued lack of safe, playable field space for athletics and recreational programs in the district. 

Where will your tax dollars go?
The following pie chart illustrates where each dollar of local funding and state match dollars will be spent.  If passed, current school sites will see $285.1 million 
of the total $318.6 million proposed improvements districtwide. That is 89.5% of the total bond package.  The remaining 10.5% will be used for new sports and 
recreation work.

Construct New & Improved Schools - $247 million (77.5%) 
Replace / Modernize Bethel High School; Replace Challenger High School; Modernize Cedarcrest 
Middle School; Renovate / Expand Graham-Kapowsin High School; Renovate Evergreen and 
Naches Trail Elementary; Construct one new elementary school; Purchase land for a future school

Resolve Critical Building Needs - $19.8 million (6.2%) 
Replace failing portables, roofs, electrical, mechanical and plumbing systems; Install new HVAC, 
windows, lighting and emergency generators; Upgrade fire protection, alarm and security 
systems; Make earthquake, traffic and safety improvements; Create sidewalks and safer walking 
paths; Upgrade technology infrastructure; Expand energy conservation measures; Modify school 
kitchens

School Field / Track Replacements - $18.3 million (5.7%)
Install new track, lighting and turf at Graham-Kapowsin and  Spanaway Lake High Schools

New School / Community Recreation Spaces - $33.5 million (10.5%)
Construct a new school district / community pool; Develop a school district / community sports 
park near Bethel High School

2016 Bond Projects
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What would the bond do?
Proposition 1 addresses student growth, equity and critical facility needs districtwide. If approved, the District will replace, renovate or expand Bethel, Challenger and Graham-Kapowsin High Schools, Cedarcrest Middle School, and 
Evergreen and Naches Trail Elementary Schools; construct one elementary school and a school district/community swimming pool; purchase land for a future school and improve high school athletic fields. Seven elementary schools 
(Camas Prairie, Centennial, Elk Plain, Graham, Kapowsin, Rocky Ridge and Roy) and two middle schools (Bethel and Frontier) will receive HVAC replacements, emergency generators and/or building modifications. 
Critical projects include replacement of failing roofs and portable classrooms; installation of new plumbing, heating and cooling systems, electrical and technology infrastructure; additional space for smaller class sizes; site and security 
improvements; and energy conservation measures. These improvements will upgrade existing facilities to address safety, code, health and educational standards. 

When will these projects be completed? 
The order of projects has not been decided. The Board of Directors will be holding a community process to help inform their decision. (Details will be available soon.)

***
The following bond proposal is a culmination of the hard work of more than 80 staff, parents and administrative members of the district’s Long Range Facilities Planning Team.  

It also reflects several years of studying facility needs, including age and condition of each building.  

To relieve overcrowding and to maintain safe, secure and healthy schools, the Bethel School District Board of Directors is seeking a $236.7 million capital 
construction bond.  If approved, the state would provide another $81.9 million in state matching dollars to complete these projects.

Bethel High School  -  $95 million
Built in 1952 and remodeled in 1990, Bethel High is showing the 

signs of its age. In the last five years, the school has experienced 
four floods and one electrical fire. The roof and electrical systems 
are failing, portables are aging, and the facility is overcapacity and 
unable to handle all of its extra students. The cafeteria, weight room, 
hallways, technology and restrooms are insufficient. This proposal 
would modernize the school’s gymnasium and replace the entire 
classroom wing and portables.

Cedarcrest Middle School & Elementary #18  -  $84 million
Built in 1982, Cedarcrest Middle School has never received renovations. The school’s design creates poor student circulation, safety and vis-

ibility issues. Many classrooms have outside entry points, resulting in security and access problems.  The cafeteria is undersized to meet the 
demands of the current student population and many portables are deteriorating. This proposal would fully modernize the existing school. 

To the north of Cedarcrest, the bond would construct a new elementary school to support student growth and maintain low elementary 
class sizes. More than half of the district’s elementary schools are over capacity and a demographic report shows enrollment will increase 
by 3,000 more students in the next ten years.  To meet new state requirements for low class size, additional classrooms are needed. This 
new school will help accommodate growth and keep class sizes reasonable.  

Graham-Kapowsin High School - $23 million
Built in 2005 for 1,352 students, Graham-Kapowsin High School now 

serves over 1,900 students. The school requires 18 portable classrooms 
to accommodate students.  Lunches and hallways are crowded and 
the facility is not large enough to support sustained student growth. 
This proposal would construct a third classroom wing and add needed 
cafeteria and gymnasium space.

Evergreen Elementary  -  $7.7 million 
Constructed in 1979 and renovated in 1997, Evergreen Elementary is 

in need of upgrades.  The proposed project list includes: Code-required 
improvements (ADA  / First Responders compliance); Exterior updates 
(Siding, Windows, Doors, Drainage); HVAC and Roof replacement; Elec-
trical and Technology upgrades; enclosement of the Library; Plumbing 
fixture replacement; Kitchen improvements; Interior Painting/Wall 
Covering, Ceiling,  Lighting, Carpet and Teaching Walls.

Naches Trail Elementary  - $7.3 million
Constructed in 1979 and renovated in 1997, Naches Trail Elementary is 

in need of upgrades.  The proposed project list includes: Code-required 
improvements (ADA  / First Responders compliance); Exterior updates 
(Siding, Windows, Doors, Drainage);  HVAC and Roof replacement; Elec-
trical and Technology upgrades; enclosement of the Library; Plumbing 
fixture replacement; Kitchen improvements; Interior Painting/Wall 
Covering, Ceiling,  Lighting, Carpet and Teaching Walls.

School District/Community Park  -  $4.5 million 
With the installation of synthetic turf at Art Crate Field 15 years ago, 

the district has experienced a steady rise in field use. As the commu-
nity continues to grow, the need for usable playfields and recreational 
space has increased. The development of a school district / commu-
nity sports park provides for  a public gathering place and creates 
another field where student practices, recreational and athletic use 
can occur. Located adjacent to the Bethel Learning Center, the field 
would be available for use by Bethel High School teams. The design 
calls for a lighted, multi-sport facility with synthetic turf fields so that 
it could be used year-round and nightly.  The project also includes a 
concession stand, restrooms & new parking.

Purchase Land for one Elementary School - $4.0 million
These funds allow the district to acquire additional property for a 

future school to help meet capacity needs and accommodate growth. 

Track and Field Replacements - $18.3 million
Installing synthetic turf at Spanaway Lake and Graham-Kapowsin 

High Schools reduces maintenance and operating costs, reduces injuries 
and allows for use by students and the community during inclement 
weather. Tracks would be replaced and new lighting would be added 
to allow for year-round and nightly use. 

Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning Replacements - 
$1.2 million each

The following schools are targeted for HVAC replacement: Graham, 
Evergreen, Naches Trail, Camas Prairie, Rocky Ridge and Centennial 
elementary schools and Elk Plain School of Choice. Energy Efficiency Improvements - $1.0 million 

This proposal allows the district to apply for and receive additional 
monies from a variety of energy grants. Identified projects include 
plumbing upgrades at Roy Elementary,  lighting improvements at Liberty 
and Spanaway middle schools, heating and boiler upgrades at Rocky 
Ridge and Graham elementary schools and possible solar technology 

Hazard Mitigation Upgrades - $2.0 million
To be prepared for a catastrophic event, such as volcanic eruptions 

or earthquakes,  the district maintains a Hazard Mitigation Plan. This 
funding would be used to help make earthquake safety improvements 
at school sites. 

 Kitchen Modifications - $2.0 million
To meet existing code requirements, modifications need to be made 

to the kitchens at Roy Elementary and Bethel Middle Schools. 

Sidewalks / Safe Walking Paths  - $1.5 million
Few sidewalks exist in the Bethel School District.  This proposal will 

add sidewalks and improve safe walking routes at Evergreen Elementary, 
Spanaway  Lake and  Bethel high schools.  

Fire Sprinkler System Replacement  - $1.2 million
Fire sprinkler systems at Frontier Middle School are outdated. They 

do not meet current code and need to be replaced so that the school 
can be appropriately protected in the event of a fire. 

2016 Bond Projects
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What would the bond do?
Proposition 1 addresses student growth, equity and critical facility needs districtwide. If approved, the District will replace, renovate or expand Bethel, Challenger and Graham-Kapowsin High Schools, Cedarcrest Middle School, and 
Evergreen and Naches Trail Elementary Schools; construct one elementary school and a school district/community swimming pool; purchase land for a future school and improve high school athletic fields. Seven elementary schools 
(Camas Prairie, Centennial, Elk Plain, Graham, Kapowsin, Rocky Ridge and Roy) and two middle schools (Bethel and Frontier) will receive HVAC replacements, emergency generators and/or building modifications. 
Critical projects include replacement of failing roofs and portable classrooms; installation of new plumbing, heating and cooling systems, electrical and technology infrastructure; additional space for smaller class sizes; site and security 
improvements; and energy conservation measures. These improvements will upgrade existing facilities to address safety, code, health and educational standards. 

When will these projects be completed? 
The order of projects has not been decided. The Board of Directors will be holding a community process to help inform their decision. (Details will be available soon.)

***
The following bond proposal is a culmination of the hard work of more than 80 staff, parents and administrative members of the district’s Long Range Facilities Planning Team.  

It also reflects several years of studying facility needs, including age and condition of each building.  

To relieve overcrowding and to maintain safe, secure and healthy schools, the Bethel School District Board of Directors is seeking a $236.7 million capital 
construction bond.  If approved, the state would provide another $81.9 million in state matching dollars to complete these projects.

Proposition #1: 
Bond to Improve Safety, Construct and Renovate School Facilities

The Board of Directors of Bethel School District No. 403 adopted Resolution No. 20 (15-16) 
concerning a proposition to finance construction, renovation and safety of schools. If ap-
proved, this proposition will authorize the District to replace or renovate six elementary, 
middle and high schools; construct one elementary school; replace failing roofs, plumbing 
and technology infrastructure; make earthquake, security and safety improvements; install 
energy-efficient heating and lighting; purchase a future school site; improve athletic fields 
and construct a school district/community swimming pool by issuing $236,700,000 of 
general obligation bonds maturing within 20 years and levying additional property taxes 
annually to repay the bonds. Should Proposition No. 1 be approved or rejected?

Cedarcrest Middle School & Elementary #18  -  $84 million
Built in 1982, Cedarcrest Middle School has never received renovations. The school’s design creates poor student circulation, safety and vis-

ibility issues. Many classrooms have outside entry points, resulting in security and access problems.  The cafeteria is undersized to meet the 
demands of the current student population and many portables are deteriorating. This proposal would fully modernize the existing school. 

To the north of Cedarcrest, the bond would construct a new elementary school to support student growth and maintain low elementary 
class sizes. More than half of the district’s elementary schools are over capacity and a demographic report shows enrollment will increase 
by 3,000 more students in the next ten years.  To meet new state requirements for low class size, additional classrooms are needed. This 
new school will help accommodate growth and keep class sizes reasonable.  

Challenger High School - $26 million
Challenger High School’s portables are over 25 years old. Classrooms 

are outdated and inadequate. There is no gym, cafeteria or commons 
space. The campus has safety concerns and issues with the HVAC, 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems. The facility limits the 
educational program and there is no common meeting space. If ap-
proved, this funding would build a new school at the old Spanaway 
Elementary site, so students can access bus routes and there would 
be room in the design for support agencies.

Naches Trail Elementary  - $7.3 million
Constructed in 1979 and renovated in 1997, Naches Trail Elementary is 

in need of upgrades.  The proposed project list includes: Code-required 
improvements (ADA  / First Responders compliance); Exterior updates 
(Siding, Windows, Doors, Drainage);  HVAC and Roof replacement; Elec-
trical and Technology upgrades; enclosement of the Library; Plumbing 
fixture replacement; Kitchen improvements; Interior Painting/Wall 
Covering, Ceiling,  Lighting, Carpet and Teaching Walls.

School District/Community Pool  -  $29 million 
This 10-lane, 50 meter swimming pool would be available for school 

district and community use. The school board has an interest in pro-
viding instructional swimming lessons to help improve community 
health, wellness and water safety and to prevent student drownings. 
Additionally, the district currently offers girls swimming to maintain 
federally-mandated Title IX compliance. However, the district has no 
facility in which the girls can practice or compete. Title IX requires that all 
students have equal access to educational programs and activities.  Districts 
that do not abide by Title IX are at risk of losing funding. 

Traffic Safety Project - $1.0 million
To help keep student, staff and families safe, as well as to deter ac-

cidents around B Street in Spanaway, better site circulation is needed 
at Camas Prairie Elementary.

Roof Replacement - $0.8 million
A roof replacement is needed for the auxiliary building at Elk Plain 

School of Choice. 

Emergency Electric Generators  - $0.5 million each
Kapowsin and Roy elementary schools have a need for generators. 

When outages occur, these schools lose power, which makes instruction 
difficult and  creates unsafe conditions.

Energy Efficiency Improvements - $1.0 million 
This proposal allows the district to apply for and receive additional 

monies from a variety of energy grants. Identified projects include 
plumbing upgrades at Roy Elementary,  lighting improvements at Liberty 
and Spanaway middle schools, heating and boiler upgrades at Rocky 
Ridge and Graham elementary schools and possible solar technology 

 Kitchen Modifications - $2.0 million
To meet existing code requirements, modifications need to be made 

to the kitchens at Roy Elementary and Bethel Middle Schools. 

Technology Infrastructure - $2.0 million
These funds are dedicated to improving technology infrastructure 

districtwide. 

Sidewalks / Safe Walking Paths  - $1.5 million
Few sidewalks exist in the Bethel School District.  This proposal will 

add sidewalks and improve safe walking routes at Evergreen Elementary, 
Spanaway  Lake and  Bethel high schools.  

Fire Sprinkler System Replacement  - $1.2 million
Fire sprinkler systems at Frontier Middle School are outdated. They 

do not meet current code and need to be replaced so that the school 
can be appropriately protected in the event of a fire. 

Security Camera Upgrades - $1.3 million 
This funding would enhance surveillance cameras and other security 

features at schools districtwide. 

Project Total Cost State Match
Bethel HS - (Modernization & Partial Replacement)
Ballfields / Community Sports Park (Lights, Conces-
sions & Restrooms)

$95.0 million
$4.5 million

$33.4 million

Cedarcrest MS  - Modernization & New Elementary 
School

$84.0 million $26.0 million

School District / Community Swimming Pool $29.0 million $10.5 million
Challenger HS - Replacement $26.0 million $7.0 million
Graham-Kapowsin HS - Add Classroom Wing, Cafete-
ria & Gym Space
Turf Baseball & Fastpitch Fields (Lights & Equipment) 
Turf Football / Soccer Field (Track & Lights)

$23.0 million
$9.4 million

$5.0 million

Evergreen ES - Renovations $7.7 million
Naches Trail ES - Renovations $7.3 million
Spanaway Lake HS - Turf Baseball & Fastpitch Fields 
(Lights & Equipment)
Turf Football / Soccer Field (Track & Lights)

$8.9 million

Purchase land for one Elementary School $4.0 million
Camas Prairie ES - HVAC System Replacement & Traffic 
Safety Project 

$2.2 million

Centennial ES - HVAC System Replacement $1.2 million
Elk Plain School of Choice - Auxiliary Bldg Roof & 
HVAC Replacement

$2.0 million

Graham ES - HVAC System Replacement $1.2 million
Kapowsin ES - Emergency Electric Generator $0.5 million
Roy ES - Kitchen Modifications & Emergency Electric 
Generator

$1.5 million

Bethel MS - Kitchen Modification $1.0 million
Frontier MS - Fire Sprinkler System Replacement $1.2 million
Energy Efficiency Improvements 

• Liberty & Spanaway MS - Lighting Improvements
• Roy ES - Plumbing & Heating Upgrades
• Rocky Ridge & Graham ES - Heating/Boiler Up-
grades

• Elk Plain School of Choice - Solar Technology

$1.0 million

Hazard Mitigation Upgrades (Earthquake Safety) $2.0 million
Technology Infrastructure Projects $2.0 million
Sidewalks / Safe Walking Routes - Spanaway Lake HS, 
Bethel HS & Evergreen ES

$1.5 million

Security Camera Upgrades $1.3 million
Rocky Ridge ES – HVAC System Replacement $1.2 million

Estimated Costs:
Construction Projects Total
State Matching Funds

Net Cost to Taxpayers

$318,600,000
 -$81,900,000

$236,700,000

2016 Bond Projects
Digital Town Hall!March 31 @ 7 p.m.Submit your questionsat communications@bethelsd.org

Approved

Rejected
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How much will it cost taxpayers? 
The $236,700,000 of general 

obligation bonds would mature 
within 20 years and be repaid from 
annual excess property tax levies. The 
estimated annual tax rate increase is 
approximately 65 cents per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation.

By our conservative estimates,  
we expect this measure to cost the 
homeowner of a $200,000 home 
about $130 per year, or about $10.83 
per month. 

How will growth affect my taxes? 
A recent demographic study found  

6,000 new homes will be constructed 
in the Bethel area over the next ten 
years. More homes means more 
students to plan for, but it also is good 
news for taxpayers. 

As more homes and businesses 
move into the community, the 
assessed valuation of the district goes 
up. And, as more buildings are added, 
individual taxpayers will see their 
share of taxes decrease because there 
are more people to  help pay the tax. 

Estimated Cost to Taxpayers
Assessed 
Valuation

Annual 
Tax Increase

Monthly 
Tax Increase

$125,000 $81.25 $6.77
$150,000 $97.50 $8.13

$200,000 $130.00 $10.83
$250,000 $162.50 $13.54
$300,000 $195.00 $16.25
$350,000 $227.50 $18.96

The Bond to Improve Safety, Renovate and Construct Schools requires 
a 60% supermajority approval from voters. 

Ballots are due by April 26, 2016! 
The last day to register to vote, in person, or to update your voter registration 

for this election was March 28.  In-person new voter registration for this special 
election is available until April 18 at the Pierce County Auditor’s Election Center, 
located at 2501 S. 35th St., Suite C, Tacoma, WA 98409.  For more information about 
voting, visit www.sos.wa.gov/elections/ or scan the QR code located on this page.

This is an all mail election.
Ballots must be postmarked or dropped off no later than 8 p.m. on the day of the election, Tuesday, April 26. For your convenience, 

Pierce County Elections has established several drop box locations in our area. You will find them at the Roy City Hall, the Parkland/
Spanaway Library, the Roy Y, the South Hill Library and the Graham Fire Station near Lipoma Firs.  For your convenience, ballot drop 
off boxes are now located at all neighborhood schools, the district’s Transportation Center, located at the intersection of 192nd Street 
East and Canyon Road and at the Educational Services Center, located at 516 176th Street East in Spanaway. 

Only ballots received by the Election Day deadline will be counted. If you are registered and did not receive your ballot or need a 
replacement ballot, please call Pierce County Elections at 253.798.VOTE (8683). 

Cost to Taxpayers

Voter Information

This publication was prepared by district staff with the intention to provide factual information about the 
Bond to Improve Safety, Renovate & Construct Schools for the April 26, 2016 Special Election. 

Maintenance & Operation Levy

Construction Bonds

Other: Tech Levy, Capital Projects Levy
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Pierce County School Districts, Total Tax Rates

Bethel is middle of the road when it comes to paying school taxes. Compared to other Pierce County School Districts, Bethel ranks 
7 of 14 for its total tax bill. Our combined bond and levy rate is $7.01. 
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*Includes a $236,700,000 bond authorization, Spring 2016

Bethel School District Historic and Projected Bond Tax Rates*
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Please note:  The cost and contents of this bond proposal are identical to the one before voters 
in February. The cost has dropped from 74 cents per thousand to 65 cents per thousand because of 
increased assessed valuation in the district and projected low interest rates. 

Will my taxes increase? 
Initially, taxes will go up by about 65 cents per thousand of assessed value (See Historic and Projected 

Bond Tax Rates Chart above). The Board of Directors is committed to keeping tax rates as flat and 
stable as possible over the life of this bond. To do this, the Board and the district’s financial advisors 
will be watching market conditions and only selling bonds when it is favorable to do so.  The plan is 
to have three bond sales of $75 to $80 million each, so that there is no spike in the tax rate as bonds 
are sold.  If this measure is approved by voters, those sales will likely occur in 2016, 2018 and 2020. 

You may be exempt from paying this tax. 
The Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer’s office offers a Property Tax Exemption for qualifying 

residents.  This program is available to citizens who are at least 61 years old on December 31 of the year they apply or retired from regular gainful employment 
by reason of a disability, with an income of $40,000 or less. Exemptions must be renewed once every six years unless there is a change in status or income. Proof 
of income and/or disability is required. 

The exemption freezes the value your home as of January 1 of the initial application year, exempts all excess levies, and may exempt a portion of regular levies. 
The Assessor-Treasurer will continue to establish the market value of the property on an annual basis. Your taxes will be calculated on the lesser of market value 
or frozen value.

To download an application, visit the Assessor-Treasurer’s website at www.co.pierce.wa.us/index.aspx?NID=91. Applications can be dropped off or mailed. The 
address is Assessor-Treasurer’s Office, 2401 South 35th Street, Room 142, Tacoma, WA 98409. For mail, please be sure the envelope is marked ‘Senior Exemption 
Department.’ For more details about this program, call 253.798.2169.
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SPSL Middle School – Wrestling 
Championships

Team Results
Frontier MS, 1st place, 224
Cedarcrest MS, 2nd place, 216
Cougar Mountain MS, 3rd place, 
189
Liberty, MS, 4th place, 162.5
Bethel MS, 5th place, 117
Spanaway MS, 6th place, 96
 
Individual Results –
80:  Donnie Krissak, FMS, 1st 
place; Viktor Karyavyy, FMS, 2nd 
place; Andre Coria, CMS, 3rd 
place; Landon Rogers CMMS, 4th 
place; Brayden Grosvenor, FMS, 
5th place; Dayton Larance, LMS, 
6th place
 
86:  Cauy Wood, CMMS, 1st place; 
Mason Hayes, FMS, 2nd place; 
Christian Chavis, SMS, 3rd place; 
Dillan Santos, CMS, 4th place; Josh 
McGurk, LMS, 5th place
 
92:  Xavier Eaglin, CMMS, 1st 
place; Drake Aboud, LMS, 2nd 
place; Jacob Ramey, SMS, 3rd 
place; Gabe Hizey, FMS, 4th place; 
Kalani Rogers, CMS, 5th place; 
Jake Scanlon, FMS, 6th place

98:  Gavin Heath, CMS, 1st place;
Donavan Ellefson, FMS, 2nd 
place; Antonyo Miller-Pulliam, 
CMS, 3rd place; Riley Castaneda, 
CMMS, 4th place; Neva Weggen, 
CMS, 5th place; Daniel Hawley, 
CMS, 6th place
 
105:  JJ Perez, FMS, 1st place; 
Charrod Tucker, CMS, 2nd place; 
Jordan Roderick, LMS, 3rd place; 
Colby Foster, CMMS, 4th place; 
La’a Akana, CMMS, 5th place; 
Kiara Sparks, FMS, 6th place
 
112:  Blade Gray, CMS, 1st place; 
Ryan Brown, FMS, 2nd place; 
Tim Karyavyy, CMMS, 3rd place; 
Adrien Tonnesen, FMS, 4th place;
Devon Pollard, LMS, 5th place; 
Taeshawn Cummings, SMS, 6th 
place
 
120:  Zyle Blas, BMS, 1st place; 
Colby Kurle, FMS, 2nd place; Jaden 
Marks, CMS, 3rd place; Jakob 
Merck, FMS, 4th place; William 
Watson-Scott, BMS, 5th place; 
Deonte Hayes, SMS, 6th place

128:  Joseph Smurphat, LMS, 1st 

place; Austin Blankenchip, FMS, 
2nd place; Isiah Gipson, CMS, 
3rd place; Damien Aguon, BMS, 
4th place; Connor Kaczkowski, 
CMMS, 5th place; Cameron 
Lindgren, LMS, 6th place
 
136:  Tino Hansen, FMS, 1st place; 
Jaedon Hall, SMS, 2nd place; 
Jay Harrison, CMS, 3rd place; 
Christian Palmer, CMMS, 4th 
place; Josh Folkestad, CMS, 5th 
place; Nick Galfusz, BMS, 6th 
place
 
144:  Andy Rodriquez, LMS, 1st 
place; Xavier Thomas, CMS, 2nd 
place; Kyler Croke, BMS, 3rd place;
Eric Robuck, SMS, 4th place; 
David Stoops, CMMS, 5th place; 
Jarrett Folk, LMS, 6th place
 
152:  Ayden Ganitano, BMS, 1st 
place; Andrew Diaz, FMS, 2nd 
place; Norman Yapan, LMS, 3rd 
place; Owen Patterson, CMMS, 
4th place; Bradyn Harvey, BMS, 
5th place; Slater Stevens, FMS, 
6th place
 
162:  Dustin White, CMS, 1st place; 
Eython Daugherty, LMS, 2nd 
place; Coleton Flowers, CMMS, 
3rd place; Jacob Carrell, FMS, 4th 
place; Vincent Brown, BMS, 5th 
place; Chris Nutter, FMS, 6th place
 
180:  Damian Ilalio, BMS, 1st 
place; Deighton Crudup, SMS, 
2nd place; Isaiah Vargas, LMS, 
3rd place; Thomas Higley, CMS, 
4th place; Jarred Reardon, CMMS, 
5th place; Chester Bradley, LMS, 
6th place
 
210:  Nasier Ford, LMS, 1st place; 
Wesley Tailfeathers, CMMS, 2nd 
place; Zach Banks, LMS, 3rd place, 
Dillon Helle, CMMS, 4th place

240:  Josiah Tapasa, CMS, 1st 
place; Vincent Siaumau, FMS, 2nd 
place; Shawn Mulbreght, CMMS, 
3rd place

***
WIAA Championships
Cheerleading
Graham-Kapowsin HS, 3A/4A 
Large, 3rd place
Bethel HS, 1A/2A/3A/4A Non-
Tumbling Coed, 4th place

Girls Bowling, Individuals - Finals
Amber Hammond, BHS, 13th 
place

Carolina Snowden, SLHS 15th 
place
Chenoa White, GKHS, 28th place
Samantha McMahill, SLHS, 45th 
place
Amber Keller, SLHS, 47th place
Faith Julian, SLHS, 48th place
Erika Bravo, SLHS, 53rd place
Em Nelson, SLHS, 56th place

WIAA State Bowling, Team Results 
Spanaway Lake HS, 7th place 

Girls Wrestling, State Qualifiers
125:  Galilea Valencia, GKHS
155:  Raquel Gray, SLHS, 1st place

Boys Wrestling, State Qualifiers
120: Mason Eaglin, GKHS, 3rd 
place
126: Tyshane Young, BHS; Lane 
Holland, GKHS, 4th place
132:  Miguel Veliz, SLHS
145:  Gavin Eaglin, GKHS, 6th 
place
152: Dante Springsteen, BHS, 2nd 
place
160: Phillip Springsteen, BHS, 1st 
place; Austin Christoph, GKHS
195:  Terrance Thomas, SLHS
220:  Freddie Green, SLHS, 5th 
place
285:  Avyion Fisher, BHS

WIAA State Wrestling, Team Results
Bethel HS, 16th place
Graham-Kapowsin HS, 19th place
Spanaway Lake HS, 32nd place

****
West Central Districts
Boys Basketball
Spanaway Lake (L: Bellarmine, 
75-65; W: Kent Meridian 69-64; L: 
Olympia 64-56)

Girls Basketball
Bethel (L: Curtis, 44-34; L: Rogers-
Puyallup, 46-36)

Bowling, Individual Results
Carolina Showden, SLHS, 1st 
place; Chenoa White, GKHS, 8th 
place

Bowling, Team Results
Spanaway Lake HS, 4th place
Bethel HS, 7th place

Bowling, State Qualifiers
Chenoa White, GKHS
Amber Hammond, BHS
Nikki Wood, BHS, Alternate
Thida Tea, GKHS

Roy Elementary recently hosted a “My Play, My Tray” taste test event. Students were encouraged to challenge 
their taste buds by taking “adventure bites” of different, healthy food options. Staff dressed up in costumes and 
made the event a fun-filled time for the kids.

M y  P l a y ,  M y  T r a y

Bethel High School junior Brooke Martin plays hockey with the Washington 
Wild 19u Elite Rep team. The Wild recently won the championship at the 
MLK tournament in San Jose, California, going undefeated the entire series. 
Congratulations Brooke!

Wi n t e r  S p o r t s  Wr a p - u p
Tw o  w re s t l e r s  t a k e  s t a t e  t i t l e s
We’ve wrapped up another exciting season for high school and middle school sports. Here is a brief 

recap of many of the tournament results and the honors received by our student athletes and coaches. 

BHS Hockey Champ

Wrestlers take state titles.  Top:  Raquel Gray, SLHS wins 155 weight class.  
Photo courtesy of Kendra Cremeans.  Bottom:  Phillip Springsteen, BHS, 
pins opponent to take 160 lb. championship.  Photo courtesy of T.J. Cot-
terill and The News Tribune.  
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Warren Smith
President
253.531.2211
wsmith@bethelsd.org

Amy Pivetta Hoffman
Vice-President
253.720.3020
apivettaho@bethelsd.org

Stanley Chapin
253.847.1614
schapin@bethelsd.org

John Manning
253.537.5521
jmanning@bethelsd.org

Brenda Rogers
360.893.5425
brogers@bethelsd.org

APRIL
Apr. 1:  Elementary Conferences, 
Early Dismissal

Apr. 4-Apr. 8:  Spring Break (No 
School)

Apr. 12:  School  Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Apr. 15:  High School End of 3rd 
Quarter - Report Card Prep (Early 
Dismissal)

Apr. 18:  Last day for In-Person 
Voter Registration

Apr. 26:  School Board Meeting, 
CCE, 7 p.m.

Apr. 26:  Election Day.  Postmark 
or drop off ballots by 8 p.m.

MAY
May 4:  Late Arrival

May 10: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

May 17-19: Secondary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

May 24: School Board Meeting, 
SMS, 7 p.m. 

May 27: Snow Make-up or 
Spring Break (No School)

May 30:  Memorial Day (No 
School)

JUNE
June 1: Late Arrival

June 10: Elementary & MS 
Report Card Prep, Early Dismissal

June 14: School Board Meeting, 
CMMS , 7 p.m.

June 15: Graduation Ceremony 
Challenger HS, PLU Olson 
Auditorium, 2 p.m. 

June 16:  Graduation Ceremony 
Spanaway Lake HS,  Tacoma 
Dome, 1 p.m.

June 16:  Graduation Ceremony 
Bethel  HS, Tacoma Dome, 4 p.m.

June 16:  Graduation Ceremony 
Graham-Kapowsin HS, Tacoma 
Dome, 7 p.m.

June 20:  Last Day of School, 
Early Dismissal

June 27 - July 15:  PCSC 
Summer School, Session 1

July 18 - Aug. 4:  PCSC Summer 
School, Session 2

July 13 - Aug 4:  PCSC Summer 
School, Session 3 (Mt. Tahoma 
site only)

Three WATCH D.O.G. Dads 
at Frederickson Elementary 
stepped in during a recent Spirit 
Day when there weren’t enough 
volunteers to pop the Spirit Day 
popcorn.

“These three men rescued 
the day and went in and started 
popping the popcorn,” said 
Freder ickson secretar y  Jo 
Caseman. “One of them even 
ran to Cash & Carry to buy the 
popcorn.”

D o u g  P e t e r s o n ,  C h r i s 
McGinnis and Erich Jaber have 
been volunteering under the 
WATCH D.O.G. program all year 
at Frederickson. The men work 

WATCH D.O.G. Dads to the rescue!

T h e  A u t h o r  Vi s i t  f r o m  t h e  B l a c k  L a g o o n !

N a t i o n a l  R e a d  A c r o s s  A m e r i c a  D a y

in the classrooms, talk with kids 
during lunchtime, and even go 
out to recess with the students. 
“They go above and beyond,” said 
Caseman.

Way to go, Dads!

March 2nd was National Read Across America Day and schools across  Bethel happily joined 
in.  These pictures capture the fun at Thompson Elementary.  Created in 1998 to motivate 
children to read and create life-long readers, the day pairs students with principals, district 
employees and community members who bring reading excitement to the classroom.  National 
Read Across America Day is celebrated annually on March 2 in honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

Mike Thaler has written over 
200 books for kids and his Black 
Lagoon series is one of his most 
popular. With titles like, “The 
Teacher from the Black Lagoon,” 
and “The Science Fair from the 
Black Lagoon,” Thaler’s books are 
a favorite of children and their 
parents everywhere.

St u d e n t s  a t  Na c h e s  Tr a i l 
Elementary recently got the 
chance to meet the famous 
author thanks to the hard work 
of the Naches Trail PTA. Over two 
days, Thaler hosted assemblies, 
read to kindergarten and first 
grade students in the library, and 
taught an art lesson to Naches Trail 
students who participated in the 
PTA Reflections contest this year.

To get students excited about 
Thaler’s visit, the PTA decorated 
the halls with posters and pictures 
and held a book sale. Teachers 
and students also read his books 
in class, and third grade teacher 
Peggy Borgatti  said all  that 
prep worked wonders. “They’re 
squealing excited,” she said about 
her students.

Second grade teacher Julie 
Wilson-Rieder  was  equal ly 
excited about the opportunity 
this created. “Our purpose is to 
give students at Naches Trail the 
opportunity to meet an author 
they are familiar with, and to 
create a link between the writing 
they do in the classroom, with the 
books they read at the library and 
at home,” she said. “This visit will 
inspire students who are budding 
writers and artists.”

This wasn’t the first time Naches 
Trail hosted a big name author 
like Thaler. Last year, acclaimed 
children’s science author Seymour 
Si m o n  v i s i t e d  t h e  s c h o o l . 
“Seymour Simon was non-fiction 
last year,” said Borgatti, “Mike 
Thaler is more humorous fiction 

with illustrations. So he’s able to 
speak on a different level, but he’s 
delivering the same message.”

That message is for students to 
let their imaginations loose and 
begin writing now, and that’s 
something Thaler knows a lot 
about – he’s been writing since 

the third grade. “It was just inside 
me,” he said. “Getting kids in 
touch with their own creativity; 
their writing, their drawing, their 
imagination. They’re all authors 
and artists, they just have to do 
it.”

Naches Trail was just one stop 

for Mike Thaler this year. Between 
his visit there and the end of May, 
he will be visiting students in 43 
other schools across the country.

You can read more about Mike 
Thaler at www.mikethaler.com


